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how many reserves the Germans still possessed,
or how many men they could spare from their
Eastern Front. The Germans were working on
the calculation that the Americans could not
come across till 1919 or 1920, and their sub-
marines were operating feverishly to keep up the
alarm on the Atlantic Ocean. The Americans
themselves were too far removed from the scene
of danger to realise at once the greatness of the
emergency. But they only required the S.O.S.
signal Mr. Lloyd George determined to give it.
One morning that spring he made up his mind.
" We have to get 500,000 Americans over in
four months, at the rate of 125,000 a month.
How can that be done ? " That was the problem
as he saw it and as he expressed it. He began
to send a series of telegrams to President Wilson
through Lord Reading, explaining to Mr. Wilson
the peril and the need of instant help. Presi-
dent Wilson immediately grasped the crisis. Mr.
Lloyd George organised the Navy and the Mer-
chant Service for the work of transport on the
British side of the Atlantic, and President Wilson
did the same on his side. So began that great
Armada of help from the New World. The
American divisions poured across the Atlantic,
overcrowded on their transports, packed almost
to suffocation, but willing to sufier all things in
the great crusade on which they were bent.
The Americans, indeed, did far better than the
British Government had expected. They sent
a million men. It was a magnificent perform-
ance, and must ever be remembered to the credit
of that great nation.